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New Assistant Deputy Minister, Greg Miller

Earlier in the summer, the Provincial Library sent out a message to libraries that the appointment of the new Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) had been made and would be Greg Miller. Board members may recall that ADM Darren McKee left the Ministry to become the Executive Director of the Saskatchewan School Boards Association. Greg Miller “will lead the Information Management and Support, Provincial Library and Literacy, and Student Achievement and Supports branches.

Greg comes to the Ministry from the Regina Public School Division where he was Supervisor of Assessment.  He has a long list of accomplishments in the education sector in his current role as well as in past roles as principal, vice-principal, and science teacher in our province.  Of particular note is Greg’s experience with assessment, data management and working with First Nations and Métis students – all with a focus on student achievement.”

Canada Post Community Literacy Award

RPL Literacy tutor Donah Littlemore was the winner of a Canada Post Community Literacy Award in the Education category. This award honours educators, tutors and advocates who have demonstrated a commitment to the cause of adult literacy or teaching adult ESL or French as a Second Language.  

Donah received her award on Thursday, September 8, at the Central Library in conjunction with International Literacy Day.

Council of the Federation Literacy Award 

The Council of the Federation Literacy Awards were announced on July 18 naming Dr. Wei He, a Regina Public Library Literacy learner, as one of the winners.   Dr. Wei He, a gastroenterologist from China, is quickly developing her English skills to facilitate her ability to practice medicine in Saskatchewan.  Dr. He was matched with RPL Literacy tutor Valerie Scott in 2007 and has recently received help with medical term pronunciation from Dr. Ann Grahame.

Dr.  He stated, “I am looking forward to getting into a residency training program, and in the future, making an excellent contribution to the family medicine in Saskatchewan to return the great help I got from our society.” 

This award recognizes the valuable contributions made by Canadians across the entire spectrum of the field of literacy and is presented to educators, volunteers, learners, community organizations, and businesses in each province and territory.   Premiers created the award in 2004 to recognize the importance of literacy as a major factor in Canadians' ability to participate as full and active citizens in all areas of society.   There will be a formal presentation with the Premier in November after the election. 

SILS Nomination for Premier’s Award for Excellence

Congratulations were extended to the Saskatchewan Information & Library Services (SILS) in its nomination for the Premier’s Award for Excellence in the category of Innovation. The project’s link to the Ministry of Education is through the Provincial Library and the then Provincial Librarian, Joylene Campbell. SILS was not the winner of the award but was very appreciative of the nomination.

RPL History Book

The Friends of RPL history book committee has requested an additional $5,000 to support the project to completion. The FRPL will provide a copy of the book for each branch and two copies for Central.  A board motion would be appropriate. 

Home Lottery 2012 Marketing Plan & Proposed Budget

Tony Playter will be joining the meeting to address the proposed budget.  A board motion will be required to encumber these monies on the future, as yet unapproved, budget.

Strategic Plan

The final version of the Strategic Plan is presented in your package.  This meeting presents the opportunity for final review.  A motion to adopt as the Board’s plan for 2011-2020 would be appropriate.

Public Accounts

The 2010 Public Accounts are included in your package for review and, if possible, approval.
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