Lori S. (pictured at Prince of Wales Branch), won the
TD Summer Reading Club for Children Grand Prize Draw.
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Summer Reading Clubs
& Programs
Participation in RPL’s Summer Reading
initiatives continued to rise in 2012. Over
10,000 children attended Summer programs
offered at RPL, while adults and teens
actively engaged in the Library’s Summer
Escapes Reading Contests.
TD Summer Reading Club for Children

Did you know . . .

• Registration increased 9% over 2011
• 4,340 children read for a total of 44,504
hours

1,390,987 in-person visits

Teen & Adult Escapes Summer
Reading Contests
• Teen entries increased 7% over 2011
• Adult entries increased 19% over 2011
• Online entries increased 89% over 2011

2,206,583 overall circulation
Face painter Wei He, a former RPL Literacy Services
learner, donated her time to bring smiles to children
during RPL’s “Paint the Town” Program.

160,400 reference questions answered
490,900 items in the collection
119 public access computers

• Grand total of 11,903 entries from teens
and adults, representing a 15% increase
over 2011

Books4Me
In August of 2012, RPL launched Books4Me,
a new personalized reading list service
available exclusively online at ReginaLibrary.ca.
Patrons of all ages can now have a suggested
reading list hand-tailored by RPL librarians and
delivered straight to their email inboxes.

44,000 people visited the Dunlop Art
Galleries at Central Library and Sherwood
Village Branch
6,000 people attended touring exhibitions
curated by the Dunlop Art Gallery
410 film screenings offered at the RPL

92,050 hours of public Internet usage

Film Theatre

201,511 in-house computer sessions

11,384 people attended screenings at

64,393 hours of total public wireless

the RPL Film Theatre

Internet use

80,122 active Library cards

72,084 public wireless Internet sessions

2,782,176 e-visits to ReginaLibrary.ca

5,967 Library programs offered

60,310 e-books borrowed

132,282 people attended Library programs

11,651 e-audiobooks borrowed

108 programs and events offered at the
Dunlop Art Gallery

Audited Financial Statements are available at
ReginaLibrary.ca/About/Budget
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(L-R) RPL Deputy Library Director Julie McKenna, Booker, Library Director & CEO Jeff Barber, RPL Board Chair
Darlene Hincks Joehnck, City Councillor Sharron Bryce, RPL Deputy Board Chair Elaine Kivisto,
and Regent Place Branch head Erin Langman.

Chair of the Board

Library Director & CEO

On behalf of the Library Board, I would like to
thank staff and management for making 2012
an exciting and rewarding time for Regina
Public Library. Our annual report will outline
a few of RPL’s noteworthy accomplishments
from the past year.

Regina Public Library completed another
successful year in 2012, with renewed
spaces, enhanced services and some exciting
community partnerships.

As a Board, we aim to support the initiatives
and programs that have helped create and
enhance learning opportunities for all of
Regina’s residents. Our greatest strength can
be found in our staff and their commitment
to develop quality programs and services that
positively influence people’s lives.
Our Vision, Mission and Values reflect our
goals to inspire and facilitate lifelong learning,
community involvement, and cultural diversity
in Regina by effectively and efficiently
meeting the ever-changing needs of the
community. It is with these goals in mind that
the Board continues to move forward with
the preliminary stages of the Central Library
Development Project.
Restoring our Branches is among our key
strategic priorities for Regina Public Library.
In the coming years we will continue to
review each of our locations and consider
the feasibility of renovating, rebuilding or
relocating to best suit the needs of the
community. This year, Regent Place Branch
was relocated to provide patrons with better
Library access and enhanced service in a
welcoming new environment.
Please take a few minutes to visit our
website, ReginaLibrary.ca, to learn more
about Regina Public Library and our goals for
the future.
Thank you to our cherished patrons for
making RPL and its nine locations a
community gathering place in 2012. We look
forward to serving you in 2013.

Darlene Hincks Joehnck
RPL Board Chair

The continued evaluation of our Branch
locations and services by the Library Board
resulted in the strategic relocation of RPL’s
Regent Place Branch to a large, welcoming
space that built on the innovative ideas and
designs first presented in the new Prince of
Wales Branch, which opened in 2011.
New assistive technologies in RPL’s Outreach
Unit and Branch locations throughout Regina,
demonstrated the Library’s commitment to
the changing needs of our community, while
enhanced collections and programs continued
to provide rewarding opportunities for lifelong
learning for all.
RPL’s Literacy Services Unit remained a
community leader, offering valuable training
for local volunteer tutors and support to
newcomers learning English. The Unit
also dedicated its expertise to help other
organizations implement tutor training
programs within their own communities.

Regent Place Branch opened at a new, larger location in August, 2012.

A Strategic Move for
Regent Place Branch

Central Library was redesigned to create a
more open, welcoming and accessible space
for Outreach patrons.

On August 12, 2012, RPL’s Regent Place
Branch was relocated to a new space at 331
Albert Street. The new location offered the
opportunity to create a welcoming space
that meets the needs of the community
with enhanced access to collections,
programs and services. Regent Place
Branch embraces and builds on some of
the innovative ideas first presented in RPL’s
Prince of Wales Branch, with key features
including:

RPL also acquired a variety of new assistive
technologies to magnify, or read aloud from,
books, magazines and other documents,
ensuring that each of RPL’s nine locations is
equipped to serve visually impaired patrons.

• Nearly 30% more space than the
previous location
• Collection with close to 30,000 items
• Better access and parking
• Multi-purpose programming room
• Ample, comfortable public spaces

There’s more to see at RPL

The Dunlop Art Gallery (DAG) celebrated 50
years in the Canadian art community in 2012.
Its presence and growing reputation have
enabled the Library to bring a rich cultural
experience to Regina residents, and enhanced
RPL’s ability to address literacy in all of its
forms.
Through the hard work, ingenuity and
commitment of staff and management, RPL
created new connections with community
groups and built on existing partnerships
with other organizations in Regina. These
relationships will allow us to continue
providing critical services to our community.
We look forward to writing another successful
chapter for Regina Public Library in 2013.

Jeff Barber,
Library Director & CEO

Literacy Services
The Literacy Services Unit at RPL continues
to be a driving force in helping newcomers
to the community learn English, by providing
valuable training and support to local learners
and volunteer tutors.
RPL’s Literacy Services Programming
Supervisor presented a number of
educational workshops on ESL Tutor
Training tools and methods at conferences
in Canada and the U.S. in 2012, and assisted
the Tutor Learner Connection in Prince
Albert with setting up a program modeled
after RPL’s Literacy Services.

RPL Provides literacy assistance for English-as-anAdditional language and Canadian-born learners
through volunteer tutors and special programs.

RPL Film Theatre

Creating Connections

Regina’s only repertory theatre showcased
some of the world’s best cinema in 2012,
with over 400 screenings of criticallyacclaimed contemporary and alternative
cinema, including Canadian, foreign and
independent films and documentaries.

In 2012, RPL partnered with local
organizations and community groups to
present a variety of exciting programs,
events and celebrations.

The Film Theatre developed and hosted 17
special presentations and film festivals in
honour of local, national and global events,
including:
• Yorkton Goes to the Oscars, celebrating
the Yorkton Short Film & Video
Festival’s 65th Anniversary.
• La Semaine De La Francophonie 2012,
in partnership with the Institut Français
(University of Regina in celebration of
2012 The Year of the Fransaskois.
• Global Right-to-Know Week, with
special presentation by Mark
Anderson, Chair of the Right-To-Know
Saskatchewan Committee.

Dunlop Art Gallery

RPL’s Outreach Services Unit offers
comprehensive Library services to patrons
who are visually impaired, residing in longterm care facilities, or who are homebound
and unable to visit the Library. New
programs were offered, including a Writing
Group and Book Club. The Unit floor plan at

The DAG offered a full roster of over 50
workshops and events, 11 exhibitions
and three performance productions. It
also ventured into exciting new territory,
completing its first 24-episode season of
the television series Prairie Postmodern
on Access 7, and producing its first annual
exhibition compilation, DAG Volumes No. 1
(2012).

• Glen Elm Branch, the Regina Open
Door
Society and the Dewdney East
Community Association partnered
to present: This Is Our Community:
A Celebration of Cultures. Funded
in part by the Ministry of Advanced
Education, Employment and
Immigration, the event brought area
residents together to celebrate the
cultural and ethnic diversity of the
Dewdney East community.
• Dunlop Art Gallery staff, graphic
designers from Arcas Group and
Grade 8 students from W.S. Hawrylak
School joined forces to design and
create a permanent art installation,
called “Cover Stories”, for the Story
Room at Sunrise Branch.
• The Regina Symphony Orchestra
returned to Central Library in the
fall of 2012 for another installment
of the RSO Free Concert Series,
sponsored by EVRAZ. These amazing
performances by RSO soloists and
ensembles, in the unconventional
setting of the Library continue to
surprise and delight Library patrons –
and staff!

The Dunlop Art Gallery (DAG) celebrated
its 50th Anniversary in 2012, with a special
exhibition by local artist’s collective, Turner
Prize*, which recreated works by Douglas
Morton, Douglas Bentham, Tomiyo Sasaki,
Leesa Streifler, Charles Rea and Terrance
Houle, covering each decade of the DAG’s
history.
New assistive technologies help support RPL patrons
with visual impairments ranging from mild to severe.

The Dunlop Art Gallery, Arcas Group and Grade 8 students
from W.S. Hawrylak School partnered to create “Cover
Stories”, a permanent art installation at Sunrise Branch.
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